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STORY OF
ASPEN'S
CORNER
BAKERY

n a Sunday evening, cychists
nounsts and  schoolgids on
seoners it an front of .-".-.|'h'r|'~.
Parchse Bakery & Colé and
brcak into TmprompEn conver-
creom. Insade, onother
dozen quewe past a smorgashord of cook-
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Fatterson, (he companys president and
CECE That mecipe has made Parodise as
acdictive as ILs sumpHUoULS Lreals

Asprmites think of Pardise as the old-
lashioncd comer bakery  sandwiched
between swanky boutlgues. Buat thals just,
wekl, the mudlin wopod a lange—and groa-

inE—cumnpany. Paradise has 40 company-

imvine to sell SIS

caned and franchise shops, [om Boston
Lo Sewwanass. Village 1o Phwocnis. Oweer the
nest lour years, s looking o double.
Tha's ot as (151 &8 some competitors, b
s a bag jump [rom the singke Southern
Califomia shop opened 29 vears ago
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We're determined 10 grow at 3 pace
where we can mantain our culiare,
W T
driven; we're people drven, and  the

PatEerson savs ol lmancially
hinances come rom thai

Patterson, his brother Mok and jan
ner Carer Holmes wined [inancier Daoh
FI1'!_;Q.|:1 1o laench the I_nrlg Beach cookie
'-:'lr-|1 im 1996, Patlerson. a |'|n'-I|,'~.~.:r-|'|.|.
1.'|,t.|-|_':,'l1.1ll i-\-|._|!.'|.'r leeshy froom thae LS
1'III.':||1|-\-||' Team. was I:uli:m_.: lor o busi-
ness veniure with the same impensaty, ancd
the cookie mdustry was jusl :I|r.||'.|1:.; wp
He had restaurant experience. Mark
wiorking ol the Aspen Chan House, did
tosr. Hodmies brought design expenenoe
Chepaan, business savvy

As copkic compeinion grew, ihey
added seups and sandwiches, and soon
they were adding siores. Prallas. SNonthemn
Callloemin. Them, in 1981, Dan Panerson
was polting marricd in Aspen when he
saited A “for rem” sign w the Ccotner gas
stanion and bce cream shop where the
Papeern Wagon was parked

We called the landbord and made a
deal in abour an hour” Parterson siyvs
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I to r) Dan Patierson, Law
Patterson and Carter Holmies ai U Aspen landmaks

ol the best decisions ve

Thicy opened what would becmmne

“Thats ome
macle
an Aspen landmark but the chaims mios
unusual store: the smalless, and the only
oni gl-._'u;p._'r imbo sweels than sandwiches
In 1987 Chari
bought Paradise, them sold ot a

thic House  ¢hyan
|.!-|'|..|||..
later to collee Puarveyor fava Cenmmale
which went bunkrupt alier just pwa
VTS Flolmes and the Panersons sull mn
abomt 20 Iranchises ancd I1|-||.|.:I1| thi i
pany ol ol |1C||'.L"r||'|'||-.':.'_ .'I-.'--L|'1!_'. lounder-
img stchni's amd |‘!-I'.I||_!II'|;' up ihi mesi

“We had a bt om0 osnke,” swd Mark
Patterson, am execubve vice president.
v ve 2ot that rmuch poang aned the parcmd
company changes direction, it made sensc
iy get contnod of w1 back

A bintle store selling just thirnse kinds of
cookies and three wypes of mullins has
provan e wodoy’s 540 milllisa oo s
headguartered In Aspen, with absown
L2000 employees and over 200 products
Tlear's mon as bag as some, Mark Panerson
savs, bl Paradise = proowing corelilly
Cur miche 5 o be the best ar whay we

dlo.” he savs. "Moot the biggest,” B



